The common Nigerian bull cattle breeds, Rahaji (RJ), Bunaji (BJ), Sokoto Gudali (SG) and Adamawa Gudali (AG) were randomly selected as they were coming into Mubi main abattoir from different background for slaughter. Previous sexual activities were not monitored. The study was carried out to assess the effect of age and body condition scores (BCS) on gonodal and extragonodal sperm reserve. Significant age group differences on sperm production were observed. Age group ≥ 4 years had highest sperm production potential followed by age group 3 . Generally it was observed that higher age group as well as BCS5 had a better potential for sperm production among the bull breeds studied.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PROBLEM
It is known that breed s of Nigerian cattle grow slowly, taking up to 4 years to reach sexual maturity and attain slaughter weight with low dressing percentage (Oyenuga, 1982) . In an attempt to improve the genetic potentials of the indigenous cattle breeds, exotic breeds were imported to cross breed with the local breeds, however wiped out by streptothricosis. Exploitation of indigenous breeds becomes inevitable. It is on these bases that the study was conducted to evaluate the sperm production potentials of some selected indigenous breeds of cattle known to be tolerant to the dreaded diseases and environmental conditions, so as to be able to identify the suitable age and body condition score to exploit on the indigenous cattle. There is also an intention to address how producers can evaluate and manage bull fertility. Sperm production potentials of bulls are of paramount importance in the determination of male/female ratio during natural mating as well as in artificial insemination programme (Wildeus and Entwistle, 1982) . It is generally recognized that poor sperm production potential is one of the major factors limiting beef production in the tropics. A nation like Nigeria that continuously waste its livestock genetic resources will continue to grope and be at the mercy of other nations, who use it as dumping ground for their prowess in the ability to create employment, alleviate poverty, eliminate protein mal-nutrition and provide for social needs of their human heritage. In essence Nigeria's cattle breeds are a neglected heritage that need to be exploited more. Nigeria is endowed with about 13.8million cattle, 97% of which are traditional Zebu breeds besides other livestock species, yet average Nigerians consumes less than 25% of the recommended 34g/head/day of animal protein.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The common Nigerian cattle breeds; Rahaji, Bunaji, Sokoto Gudali, and Adamawa Gudali were used for the study. They were randomly selected as they were coming into the slaughtering slab of mubi main abattoir . dentition methods as described by Philips (1977) , Sastry and Thomas (1980) and McNitt(1983) were adopted for age determination in the bulls. Body condition score (scale 0-5) as described by Jefferies (1961) , Lowman et al, (1976) and Pullan, (1978) taken before slaughter was used in the study. Hemocytometer, phase contrast microscope and cell counter were used for sperm count after prepared samples of testes and epididymedes were introduced into the neubeur hemocytometer counting chamber. Sperm cells of each sample were counted twice for certainty and accuracy. The significant increase in sperm production with age discovered in this study agreed with the findings of Ashdown and Hancock, (1980) who reported an increase in sperm production with age up to seven years in bulls. In general SC, ejaculate volume, total number of spermatozoa and number of viable spermatozoa increases with age in bulls (Britto, et al., 2002) . These findings are in agreement with, is study where age group ≥4 years had the highest sperm production potential as well as the SC in bulls.
RESULT AND DDISCUSSION
In support of the findings of this study where bulls of ≥4 years were least infected with parasites than the younger bulls of 2-4 years was the report of Andrew, (1980) and Oni et al (1988) who discovered that the nature of cattle feeding and experience for feed selection which exposes animals to parasitic infection increases with age.
Body condition score variability was made pronounced on sperm production potentials and SC indicating BCS5 with highest sperm reserve count as well as large SC. Opposite was the case on faecal parasitic count with the BCS2 recording highest infection. Body size and semen producing capacity are difficult to separate (Salisbury, et al., 1978) . This statement support this findings where higher BCS had higher sperm count unlike feacal parasitic load which was indicative of lowest BCS;Scrotal circumference measurements has been used to predict sperm producing capacity in young bulls (Han, et al., 1976) . There is a direct linear relationship between SC and testicular weight, length and width (Osinowo, et al., 1977 , Akingbemi and Aire, 1990 , Tegegne et al 1992a . Generally sperm production increases in bulls at an increasing age and body condition scores suggesting that breeding bulls (natural/artificial) should attain full maturity age and at a higher body condition scores, however not more than 7 years of age at the time testes sperm producing tissues will begin to degenerates (Tegegne, et al., 1992a) .
